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BAC Meetings:
Dec 9 — General meeting at
Sports Basement, Redwood City
(7pm—8:30pm)
No board meeting in December.
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I think we have had a busy year. We have had many
successful events including the FWSA convention in
Indian Wells, Snowbomb shows, and travel trips. It
looks like it should be a good ski season with resorts
already open with several feet of snow this weekend.
Here are my goals for the coming year:
1. Continue to encourage the clubs to plan mini ski
trips to Lake Tahoe and other destinations. I believe
that mini ski trips (3-4 days) can help to attract new
Paul Vlasveld
members to our clubs. BAC is here to help promote
President
these events.
2. Racing – I believe that racing is another opportunity for clubs to attract members who would like to see how much fun racing is and meet
other club members. In addition, there are clinics to help racers become better and safer skiers.
3. Cross promotion – BAC help all of our clubs promote their events
throughout the year by publishing the club events on our website and in
our newsletter.
4. Assist clubs with a new FWSA initiatives for family and other outreach programs.
5. Conduct Council meetings in different locations with speakers, if
possible.
Reminder – Now that ski season is here, BAC wants to make sure that
you get to and from the mountain safely with essential driving tips
presented by BAC Past-President Dennis Heffley.
Check it out at our website – Survive the Drive.
General meeting
December 09, 2019 –
Next month, during the BAC General Meeting at The Englander in San
Leandro. Nominations will open for the position of President of the Bay
www.skibac.org

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Area Snow Sports Council. Nominations will then be
closed to be re-opened at our January 6, 2020 BAC
General Meeting. That night the nomination will again
be closed followed by voting for the BAC President. The
person who is elected at our BAC January General
Meeting will assume the office of BAC President Elect
till June when they become BAC President. Will also
discuss the FWSA board meeting I attended in Portland, the site for the 89th FWSA Convention.

After this weekend’s FWSA board meeting I will have
more information about the above awards that are presented at next year’s FWSA Convention in Portland,
OR.

Travel
Do not forget to start planning your next travel trip by
signing up for one of the following fantastic Bay Area
Snow Sports Council (BAC) mini-trips:
• Bike and Barge – Aug, 2020
• FWSA also has several trips including Big White,
Canada. Check the newsletter for more information. Also check FWSA.org.
More important than anything else is to enjoy and
• Ski week 2020 – Ski week will be in Big Sky, Monshare the fun of being the President of the Greatest
tana
Council in the Far West Ski Association!
• Ski Week 2021 – Ski week will be in Sun Valley,
The term of the BAC President is one (1) year with No
Idaho
Term Limit. Election at the January Meeting brings the
office of President Elect till our meeting in June where
Past Events
the transition to BAC President takes place.
In November, we completed a number of fantastic
events that have become Bay Area Council of Ski
It is the incredible volunteers on the BAC board that
Clubs signature events.
make being President such a pleasure.
• October/November – I would like to thank all those
who volunteered to help out at our booth in SF and
Club Reps, you can also pick-up:
SJ. Both events were well attended. Many thanks to
2019-2020 FWSA membership cards.
all the club members who helped me at the BAC
Far West Skier Guides
booth in SF and SJ. We handed out quite a few triAlso check out the online version of the Skier Guide
folds to the attendees.
-- http://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/
farwestskiersguide/2019-20/
Racing
All those clubs who are not able to attend the gen- The racing schedule has been published. Racer sigeral meeting, I will mail them the Skier Guides. nups are open now for Open league and Singles
League. Remember, racing is for everyone from begin88th FWSA Convention in Portland, OR
ner to expert. All ages are welcome. Racing is a great
way to meet other club members. If you are interested
May 2020 – Far West Convention – Portland, OR – The in racing check the Open league and Singles league
Northwest Ski Council is hosting the 2020 convention. It websites and your club racing team.
will be held at the Red Lion Inn on the Columbia River.  Open league -- https://sites.google.com/site/
This is a beautiful property. More information about cost
openleagueracing/home
and planned activities will be forthcoming.
 Singles league -- http://slracing.org/index.html
As always, I would like to thank all the volunteers and
BAC Man & Woman of the Year
board members that contribute to the continuing sucIt is not too early to start thinking about who you would
cess of the Bay Area Snow Sports Council (BAC).
like to recognize for your club and to represent BAC as
the Man or Woman of the Year. These are those club
members who tirelessly give of themselves to your club. Please do not hesitate to contact me with your ideas,
concerns, and suggestions. Remember Bay Area
These are those members that keep your club vibrant
Council of Ski Clubs (BAC) is your Council.
and exciting. More information will be coming in December and January. Some councils have already honThe Mantra is Snow, Snow, Snow
ored their Man and Woman of the Year.

Club awards
Start thinking about the following award categories as
well:
1. Website
2. Newsletter
3. Charities
4. Safety
5. History
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Bay Area Snow Sports Council (BAC) President
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WANTED:
A CLUB MEMBER TO COME FORWARD AND TAKE CONTROL OF

“MARKETING”
(Those interested please contact Paul)

Calendar of Activities
(no events posted)

THINGS TO COME

DECEMBER

For more info/details go to skibac.org [Calendar
of Events]

JANUARY, 2020
(no events posted)
19-23

2020:
5/28-31

FEBRUARY
BAC Mini Ski Week to Utah

FWSA 88th Annual Convention at Red Lion
on the River Jantzen Beach, Portland, OR

DIRECTOR REPORTS
Bay Area Snow Sports Council’s 10th
Annual WinterFest
BAC Club President and
Representative Meeting
The Englander, San Leandro CA
November 4, 2019

President Paul Vlasveld anKaren Davis
nounced the event opening at BAC Secretary
7:37 pm. There were 29 BAC
club members, club presidents, BAC representatives, and club travel directors who shared the room with industry representatives at the Tenth Annual WinterFest held
at The Englander. In addition, items were available as silent auction and raffle prizes.

Francisco. He distributed many club tri-folds to
lots of new-to-the-area skiers; clubs should see
new faces in their meetings. BAC will be at the
next two SkiFest shows, Santa Clara and Sacramento. Modesto Ski Club members plan to be
at the Sacramento Show.
Secretary: Karen Davis – Dennie Warren made
a motion to approve meeting minutes of
10/14/19; seconded by Harry Davis. Motion approved.
Silent Auction, Live Auction, and raffle proceeds
benefit the Far West Ski Foundation.
Big White Ski Resort, Big White, BC, Canada
A silent auction item of a leather bag with Big
White logo was won by Kassey Dolan King.
www.BigWhite.com

Paul thanked all club members and representatives that participated in this annual WinterFest
event and helped to make it a success. BAC
Brundage, McCall, Idaho – Michael Hayes,
especially thanks the Industry Partners that par- Sales Manager of Brundage Mountain, distributticipated, per the list below.
ed brochures and information. Brundage is the
western-most resort in the Western time zone;
Paul reported a good turnout at this weekend’s 100 miles north of Boise, and 6-1/2 miles from
SkiFest (formerly SnowBomb) Show in San
December, 2019
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BAC General Meeting

Tourism Sun Peaks,
#13 – 3250 Village
Way, Sun Peaks BC VOE 5NO Canada.
McCall. Brundage contains 2000 acres of skiing www.SunPeaksResort.com
and has been family-owned since 1951. There
is an ice skating rink in town, hotels ranging
Raffle prizes were won by Marian McGregor,
Judy Bracken, Chuck Hennings, Dennie Warren,
from boutique to large chain hotels, guided
Ann Wilburn, Kassie King, Marci Lyzon, Cathy Wilsnowmobile trips, and free parking. Skiing
hours are 9:30 am – 4:30 pm. Michael reported son, Doug Weaver, and Greg Robinson.
that skiers with a FWSA membership card get a
Paul announced that the next FWSA Convention will
$59 lift ticket. Brundage has a “Wiggle” freebe at in Portland, OR, May 29-31, 2020.
form snow line that is stamped or skied out and
everyone skies through with great excitement.
Travel: Gail Burns –
The Winter Carnival is held the last week of Jan- BAC’s Utah trip with Cathy Wilson as trip leader is
uary and the first week in February. The ski re- now sold out.
sort has a great rental shop with a large variety BAC has 47 travelers going to FWSA’s 2020 Ski
of rental skis. There are biking trails in the tub- Week to Big Sky, Montana. All spaces are sold out.
FWSA’s Big White mini ski week has spaces availaing area. McCall has 3000 year-round residents, and is a unique spot for recreation. Four ble.
FWSA’s trip to Switzerland and Portugal has a few
lift tickets were won by Michael Mirzoyan of
spaces available.
Apres and Inskiers. Phone 360-620-7100,
BAC offers two trips – Bike & Barge to Italy, for a
Brundage Mountain Resort, Sales Manager.
fun, new, and exciting journey from Venice to Manwww.Brundage.com
tua. Trip dates are August 8-15, 2020 with Greg
Homewood Mountain Resort, Homewood, CA – Robinson as trip leader, and August 22-29, 2020
Donated lift tickets were offered to BAC memwith Karen Albrecht as trip leader. E-Bikes are availbers, at silent auction. Tickets were won by
able at additional $100 cost.
Alan Hurley, of Southbay Ski Club.
Phone 530-584-6840 Rob Sell, Homewood
BAC and member club representatives especially
thank Industry Partners for continued support and
Sales & Partnership Marketing Manager.
interaction with skiers and boarders through Bay Arrsell@skihomewood.com ea Snow Sports Council.
www.SkiHomewood.com
Sun Peaks, BC, Canada –Dennis Heffley, US
Rep, Tourism Sun Peaks, represented Sun
Peaks. A live auction was held for a package
donated by Sun Peaks. Sun Peaks is the seventh largest ski area in America. There is more
skiable acreage than at Snowmass and Aspen.
Sun Peaks is not crowded, and has 4270 skiable acres. It is a community where workers live
and kids go to school. There are on-mountain
medical facilities. The on-site facilities have
great prices. Lodging is at 4,000 ft, and is ski-in
and ski-out with a ski road running through the
village. Fly from San Francisco to Kamloops on
Air Canada, and the resort is about one hour
away from the airport. Groups are offered ski
rentals for approximately the cost of shipping
skis. The Grand has a ski valet. There is a Friday recreational race track open to anyone, and
cross country trails are available. The Sun
Peaks was won by Marian McGregor of Inskiers.
Phone 925-998-4415. Email
D.HeffleyTourismSunPeaks@gmail.com.
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Club Events:
Nov 22 – Rusty Bindings will be holding a Ski Kick
Off party at Concord Sports Basement; 6-9 pm.
Dec 12 – Monterey celebrates the club’s 25th Anniversary at the Quail Lodge in Carmel.
Upcoming Dates –
FWSA Convention, May 29-31, 2020, Portland OR.
FWSA 90th Birthday – October 10, 2020, Palace Hotel, Palm Court, San Francisco.
Upcoming BAC Meetings:
Next General Meetings – December 9, 2019 –
Sports Basement, Berkeley
January 13, 2020 – The Englander
Next BAC Board Meeting – January 20, 2020 - The
Englander
The event was ended at 9:18 PM by Paul Vlasveld,
BAC President.
Respectfully submitted,
Karen Davis, Secretary
www.skibac.org

BAC General Meeting
I have not had any response
from Oakland Ski Club;
Snowglers Ski Club and Sunburst Ski Club. I do have more
FWSA cards if clubs need
Benelia Terry
to request more.
BAC Membership

Industry Liaison Report
Hello Skiers and Riders: Ski and
Snowboard season is officially underway thanks to a strong
Thanksgiving Holiday storm that
blasted through Northern and Central
California and is continuing. The
Norman Glickman
storm resulted in intermittent
BAC Industry Liaison
major trans Sierra highway closures which has tied up traffic
creating travel delays crossing
trans Sierra highway passes. This did not prevent resorts
from opening on a limited basis. Squaw Valley/Alpine
Meadows, Sugar Bowl, Heavenly Mountain, Kirkwood,
Sierra at Tahoe, Bear Valley, Mount Rose and Boreal Resort are open with limited operations, as is Mammoth
Mountain in the central Sierras. By the time you get the
December Newsletter other resorts also will have opened.
If you keep up with news on skiing and riding, will already
have seen or heard most or all of the information I am reporting. Here is a brief rundown of the resorts that are
open, most on a limited basis
Bear Valley: They had “A soft opening on Friday, Nov.
29th as part of “their WinterFest.” Tubing and a mini Jib
park were ready to go on Friday, and if you checked their
onsite webcam, you will have seen users in action. The
lodge was open for the annual Ski Swap and the Reba
Sports Sale. So, what’s a soft opening? That’s a new expression, and I am assuming it includes all resort operations except lifts and other conveyor systems on the
mountain. When will lifts and other conveyor operations
commence? I could not find an answer to that question or
any information on their website which could answer that
question. Can someone drop me a line if you can fill in the
missing information?
From Sierra at Tahoe: From their website: “The wait is
over: Sierra-at-Tahoe officially opened for the 2019/20
winter season on Saturday, November 30 with limited operations, including a First Chair Celebration on Easy Rider
where the first 100 chairlift patrons were greeted to free
coffee and some other goodies. Go to their website to see
all the activities that took place over the Thanksgiving holiDecember, 2019
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day and that will take place in early December.
Squaw Valley/Alpine Meadows: Open and moving along
in getting more lifts operational. CURRENT CONDITIONS UPDATED: SUN, DEC 1, 2019 @ 10:31AM; at
8000 foot level: 31° temperature at 6AM: 24 hour snowfall
report updated Sunday, December 1: 9 In./24 Hrs; Base:
32 in. Seasonal snowfall to date: 47 In.
7 lifts and 10 runs open. They reported: “----Temperatures
are rising now. This will affect snowmaking, which had
been running around the clock, and it may have to be suspended temporarily until more favorable snow making conditions return.
At Alpine Meadows, “snowmaking teams have also been
working through the night to expand terrain. The team recently added Nick's Run off Kangaroo and they are working hard to nail-down Weasel Trail so they can open their
newest lift, Treeline Cirque in the near future.
Sugar Bowl: https://www.sugarbowl.com/
home#lightbox_opening: Opening day was Friday,
11/29. When they open on Monday, Dec. 2, they will have
Nob Hill and Christmas Tree express spinning at Village
Portal (Access via the gondola) and Jerome Hill express
and White Pine on the Judah side open. “We've been in
and out of snowfall. Operations and grooming have been
working non-stop prepping the resort.
Boreal Resort (rideboreal.com): Total snowfall as of
12/1/2019: 45 inches/Base:25 inches; Lifts open: Accelerator Express Quad (open 9:00am - 9:00pm); California
Cruiser and Castle Peak Quads: 9:00am - 4:00pm.
Kids Ski Free:https://www.rideboreal.com/plan-your-trip/
passes/kids-ski-free?video=YwdgsfPaurc : New this season (I think): Kids age 8 and under get free skiing and
riding when accompanied by a parent or adult with an
UNLIMITED or ALL ACCESS season pass. Check out
the video.
Mt. Rose was the first Tahoe resort to open this season.
They have a base of 21 – 26 inches; 12 to 14 inches of
new snow and a seasonal total of 46 to 56 inches. Four
lifts are open as is one terrain park. Base temperature
was 28 degrees.
I was planning to cover in more detail how to use the CALTRANS District 3 video cameras to check out real life traffic conditions on your way to the mountains. You can also
use those cameras in your daily commute from home to
work.
There is nothing like real or live observation of traffic conditions. Go to:
http://cwwp2.dot.ca.gov/vm/iframemap.htm for a district 3
map which shows the locations of all live cams on your
way to Tahoe. Here is a sample of the url showing the
video camera at the intersection of highway 89 and Alpine
Meadows Rd. (http://cwwp2.dot.ca.gov/vm/loc/d3/
hwy89atalpinemeadows.htm)

That’s all for now folks; enjoy your day!
Your Industry Liaison,
Norman Glickman

www.skibac.org

BAC General Meeting
Travel Time:
Wonderful winter weather has finally arrived in the mountains! The
meteorologists are predicting that
the early season will be a see-saw
battle between the southern & polar front jet streams. This will shift
Gail Burns
the heaviest snowfall from fall to
BAC Travel
winter and spring. In December,
Director
January & February the most
consistent snowfall with be in
California, Utah, Colorado, Southern Idaho
and Wyoming. For those of you with an IKON
pass, there will be plenty of resorts to choose
from when planning to hit the slopes with the
best snow conditions.

on a waitlist for any cancellations. Thirty-six
BAC skiers will be skiing at four great Utah
resorts, Alta, Snowbird, Solitude, & Brighton,
on our sold out Mini Ski Week from February
19-23rd. Contact Cathy Wilson if you want to
get on the waiting list.
We had a very positive response to our
launch of our BAC Bike & Barge Trips to Italy
in August of 2020! Karen Albrecht, the trip
leader for the August 22-29th week reports
that 15 people are already signed up with only 15 spots left! Greg Robinson, the trip leader for the August 8-15th week has plenty of
spots available if you'd like to get a group of
friends together for this exciting trip. The Flyers & Registration forms can be found on our
skibac.org website.
Wishing a joyous holiday season to all!

Fifty of our BAC skiers are looking forward to
the 2020 FWSA Big Sky Ski Week from Jan- Gail Burns
BAC Travel Director
uary 25-February 1st. It's sold out and the
online registration is closed but you can get

OPEN LEAGUE RACE SCHEDULE

2020

We have a FINAL Schedule for next season.
January 11/12 - Alpine Meadows GS/GS
February 8/9 - Sugar Bowl SL/SL
March 7/8 - Heavenly SL/GS
April 4/5 - Mammoth, Championships SL/GS
There are also additional races at Mammoth with the
Southern California Leagues. These do not count for
individual or team points, but do count if you get a strike:
December 14
March 14
December, 2019
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Singles League Racing is happy to announce that John Walsh, Chairman of Singles League Racing has been Awarded the Terry Smith Award at the Far West Convention in Palm Desert. He has
also been named Man Of The Year for the San Diego Council of Ski Clubs.

December, 2019
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BAC General Meeting

Bay Area Snow Sports Council

January 25 – February 1, 2020
BAC Package Includes:

7 Nights Lodging: Ski in/Ski out
Huntley Lodge: Hotel rooms with Two Queen
Bed or Loft with 3 Queens $1,310 pp
Summit Lodge: Hotel rooms with One King or
Two Queen $1,610 pp
Single Supplements available.
ONLINE REGISTRATION ONLY
hhtp:/BAC83.sat.tours –Payments made to
Sports America, our Tour Operator

BAC Lodging/Amenity Package:
o
o
o
o
o

Welcome Party
Mountain Picnic
BAC Council Dinner
Ski Week Banquet Dance
Farewell Awards Après Party

Additional Options:
Optional Day Trips to West Yellowstone Or
Wildlife Center
Council Challenge Races & Non Skier Activities

Discounted Lift Tickets:
Group Air & Ground Transportation: TBA
Discounted 5-6 Day Lift Tickets will be available
Buy IKON Pass w/Sports America for $30-50
lodging discount.

December, 2019
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Board of Directors
PRESIDENT

PAUL VLASVELD

408-247-6472

PAST—PRESIDENT

DENNIS HEFFLEY

bac.pastpresident@skibac.org

SECRETARY

KAREN DAVIS

bac.secretary@skibac.org

TREASURER

KEITH WILSON

bac.treasurer@skibac.org

MEMBERSHIP

BENELIA TERRY

bac.membership@skibac.org

TRAVEL

GAIL BURNS

PUBLIC AFFAIRS

HARRY DAVIS

COMMUNICATIONS

DENNIE WARREN

510-759-3415

bac.communications@skibac.org

INDUSTRY LIAISON

NORMAN GLICKMAN

530-906-4328

bac.industry@skibac.org

650-255-7883

bac.president@skibac.org

bac.travel@skibac.org
bac.publicaffairs@skibac.org

Committee Directors
HISTORY

MARY AZEVEDO

925-944-9816

bac.historian@skibac.org

COMMUNITIES

HARRY DAVIS

925-686-3774

bac.communities@skibac.org

WEBMASTER

CATHY WILSON

bac.webmaster@skibac.org

DIRECTORY EDITOR DENNIE WARREN

bac.directoryeditor@skibac.org

League Officers
SINGLES LEAGUE PRESIDENT

KARL SMITH

bac.singlesleaguepresident@skibac.org

SINGLES LEAGUE RACING

JOHN WALSH

bac.singlesleagueracing@skibac.org

OPEN LEAGUE RACING

DEBI PHELPS

bac.openleagueracing@skibac.org

Website/Phone Numbers

December, 2019

BAC Web Site

skibac.org

BAC Newsletter email

bac.communications@skibac.org

Singles League Racing

slracing.org

Open League Racing

https://sites.google.com/site/openleagueracing/

Far West Ski—Association

fwsa.org

Far West Ski—Racing

fwra.com

Web Cams on the Slopes

magnifeye.com

Road conditions

800-427-7623 or skibac.org

Weather

nws.mbay.net/home.html

Natl Ski Council Fed

www.skifederation.org
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Ski with Pride, Let it Ride, Watch all Sides
First with Safety Awareness
Slogan sponsored by

Telluride Ski Resort and
Mountain Lodge Telluride

Bay Area Council of Ski Clubs
PO Box 5248
San Jose, CA 95150

BAC meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at the Englander
Restaurant, 101 Parrot Street, San Leandro, CA (510) 357-3571

December, 2019
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