A member of the Far West Ski Association
and the National Ski Council Federation,
representing 25 ski and snowboard clubs
July, 2018
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BAC Meetings:
7:30pm at the New Englander,
San Leandro
There will be no meetings
(general or board) for July & August.
Sept 10—general meeting
Sept 17—board meeting (via teleconference)

I had a great time at the 86th FWSA convention in Reno.
I would like to thank Sierra Council and Jo Simpson as
the co-host council and the following BAC club volunteers that helped make this a very successful convention:
1. Man & Woman of the year reception: Cathy Wilson,
Paula Kinahon, and any I may have missed. The reception was the best I have attended in recent memory.
2. Modesto Ski Club – All of the volunteers that helped
Paul Vlasveld
at the registration tables and the hospitality suite.
President
3. Top of the Hill gang – Norm Glickman. He was my
right hand in setting up the hospitality suite.
Castro Valley Ski Club – The banquet table decorations. Great job.
I would also like to congratulate the following club on winning the charities award:
Charities – Double Diamond – Monterey.
The optional activities, Snowsports Academy, Silent Auction, Man &
Woman of the Year, and guest speakers were just some of the highlights. I would like to encourage all the clubs to consider attending next
year’s convention to be held in Indian Wells, CA.
In August, I will be attending the National Ski Council Federation meeting in Zermatt, Utah. I will be meeting other councils from across the US.
I hope this will give us an idea what other councils are doing to increase
membership and interest in clubs and skiing.
General meeting
Date: Next General meeting will be in July. No general meeting in
August.
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Travel
Watch for the information about trips coming
in 2019:
BAC mini trips:
Taos?? see website for more information.
Bike and Barge trips – Being investigated.
FWSA Ski week – Feb – Steamboat Springs.
The trip has been announced and we are
taking deposits. See the newsletter for all
the details.
We would like all suggestions for other minitrips from the clubs.
87th Annual FWSA Convention
The 2019 Far West Ski Association Convention
will be held from June 13-16, in Indian Wells,
CA. It will be hosted by Orange Council.
Upcoming events
Snowbomb Shows – Oct/Nov.

Barracudas Hockey – Nov/Dec
Winterfest – Nov 5
Racing
The 2018-2019 racing season schedule should
be available approx. September, 2018. I encourage all club members to try racing and encourage new members. It is a fun way to meet
other club members
Open league -- https://sites.google.com/site/
openleagueracing/home
Singles league -- http://slracing.org/index.html
As always, I would like to thank all the volunteers and board members that contribute to the
continuing success of the Bay Area Snow
Sports Council (BAC).
Please do not hesitate to contact me with your
ideas, concerns, and suggestions.
Remember Bay Area Council of Ski Clubs
(BAC) is your Council.
Paul Vlasveld
Bay Area Snow Sports Council (BAC) President

Calendar of Activities
(no events posted)
(no events posted)
(no events posted)

JULY

THINGS TO COME

AUGUST

For more info/details go to skibac.org [Calendar
of Events]
2019:
6/13-16

SEPTEMBER

87th Annual FWSA Convention in Indian
Wells, CA

DIRECTOR REPORTS
BAC Club President and
Representative Meeting

and welcomed everyone in attendance. Introductions were made all around.

The Englander – San Leandro
June 11, 2018

President Paul Vlasveld called
Karen Davis
the meeting to order at 7:45 p.m. BAC Secretary
July, 2018
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FWSA 2018 - 86th Annual Convention June 710 in Reno, NV by BAC and Sierra Councils at
the Atlantis Hotel was quite successful and a
great time for FWSA members. BAC is one of
nine councils in FWSA. Paul thanked Cathy,
www.skibac.org

BAC General Meeting

(1) The FWSA 2019 Ski Week is February 2-9,
2019 to Steamboat. Cathy reported that BAC
Sheri Parshall, Bob Ellis, and Jo Simpson and
has 50 plus signed up for this trip.
Sierra Council for their efforts and extensive
(2) Gail is considering a mini trip in 2019.
planning for the Convention. Paul thanked Mod- (3) The FWSA website lists travel opportunities.
esto for help with registration and hospitality,
and Paul thanked Castro Valley for great table
Membership: Cathy Wilson – Cathy noted
decorations. Paul thanked Kat Severin for the
that clubs should send updated club information
logo design. Norm was great in the hospitality
after elections, any changes, etc., and $75 dues
suite, and the eye opener had a big group.
to BAC, due in September. Clubs should note
Jeannine Davis did a great job with volunteers. that membership benefits include FWSA and
There were 164 voting delegates.
National Ski Council Federation benefits, all
(1) The Man and Woman of the Year event had listed on those organizations’ website, and rac14 candidates from 8 Councils. Nikki Rubio and ing through FWRA.
Brian Burgess were great representatives of
BAC.
Communities: Harry Davis – Harry reported
(2) The Communications awards procedures will that FWSA does a report regarding member
be updated.
club’s charitable and community activities. Noti(3) Optional activities were well attended.
fy Harry of your club’s activities for FWSA and
(4) Paul has some extra caps ($25 ea) and golf ideas for other clubs. Clubs can choose to benvisors ($15 ea) that are offered for sale.
efit Far West Ski Foundation, raising funds for
(5) FWSA held a business meeting on Sunday
young ski racers and the fly girls that were in the
of Convention, and officers elected were:
Olympics this year. Donations are tax deductiPresident– Gloria Raminha; Secretary– Sheri
ble.
Parshall; Treasurer– Randy Lew; Membership–
Michael Bouton; Communications– open; Trus- Communications: Dennie Warren – Send
tees– Linda Westlund and Tucker Hoffmann.
club event and information to Dennie for inclu(6) Karen and BAC members present noted that sion in the BAC newsletter. Share your ideas
Paul was the BAC “face” and a major contributor with other clubs. BAC promotes clubs and
to the FWSA Convention and thanked Paul.
membership.
(8) The FWSA 2019 Convention will be in Indian Wells (near Palm Springs) at the Hyatt
Treasurer: Keith Wilson – Keith reported all
Regency on June 13-16, 2019. Host is Orbills have been paid.
ange Council.
Industry Liaison: Norm Glickman – Norm has
Secretary: Karen Davis – Harry Davis made a included a report in the newsletter.
motion to approve meeting minutes of 5/14/18; (1) Timberline at Mt Hood still offers skiing this
seconded by Norm Glickman. Motion approved. season. USSA’s Summer Fun Nationals will be
held the second weekend in July. Participants
Public Affairs: Harry Davis – Harry reported
must register on line. Mt Hood offers summer
that this is the time for BAC reps to look at club camps.
members and see who might choose to partici- (2) Norm noted that National Ski Areas Associapate and be the BAC Man and Woman of the
tion (NSAA) has an Industry Awards program.
Year next year. BAC will reimburse one hotel
Squaw/Alpine won the Environment Award.
night and registration for each Man and Woman (3) Mountain High received a Sustainable
of the Year. And this is the time to plan ahead
Slopes grant in their efforts to reduce diesel fuel
and then enter the Communications awards pro- consumption.
gram and prepare an entry for other FWSA
(4) SKI magazine joined NSAA and created
awards.
Golden Eagle Awards. This year, Bear Valley
was awarded the Golden Eagle Innovation in
Website: Cathy Wilson – No report
Sustainability award. The Golden Eagle Environmental Excellence Award went to Boreal.
Travel: Cathy Wilson reported for Gail Burns
–
Racing: The 2018/2019 racing schedule is in
July, 2018
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from June 30-July 4th if you want to venture over
the Golden Gate Bridge. Our Inskiers Club will
progress and should be available in the Septem- be viewing fireworks close-up on the lush lawn of
ber time frame.
the Sharon Heights Country Club in Menlo Park.

BAC General Meeting

BAC Events:
SnowBomb Shows – Paul will announce the
schedule for Shows in Oct/Nov when dates are
available.

The response for our BAC 2019 FWSA Ski
Week to Steamboat Springs from February 2-9th
has been great! We are almost full with 75 spots
taken out of our 80-spot allotment. Please contact me asap if you are interested so you can
Club Activities for summer and membership: join us on this exciting trip. I will start at waitlist in
Oakland – Oakland had a booth at the Temes- case we get a few cancellations later in the sumcal Street Fair with good response. The 3rd
mer or fall.
Solano Stroll, for 25 blocks with vendors,
will be Sept 9.
Here is a chance to use your EPIC pass at an
Snowchasers – Monthly BBQ meetings and the International resort! The BAC is announcing sign
Kick-Off for the season being planned.
-ups are open for the FWSA 2019 Int'l JAPAN
Inskiers – Annual Auction
Ski Week Trip to Hakuba Valley Ski Resort from
Southbay – Annual Lodge Maintenance week- March 9-16, 2019 for 86 participants. This resort
end
has 9 ski resorts to choose from and was the
Golden Gate Top of the Hill Gang – Monthly
"Home of the 1998 Nagano Olympics"! The resummer activities, June to visit San
Quentin sort is famous for deep powder skiing along with
and July to Tahoe
long winding groomed slopes. The Pre-Trip to
Castro Valley – Banquet for end of the season Ski Niseko on the Hokkiado from March 4-8th,
Inskiers – Wine tasting
2019 is available if you sign up for the Basic Ski
Week package for 34 participants. For those of
Why Attend the FWSA Convention? Monterey you who would like to sightsee at historic temasked the question – Paul responded and will
ples and visit three interesting cities, the Extensend that written response for inclusion in the
sion trip to Kanazawa, Kyoto and Tokyo from
BAC newsletter.
March 16-23rd, 2019 could exceed your expectations! You may sign up for the Extension as a
The next BAC general meeting is July 9, 2018 at Stand Alone trip if you are an experienced travelThe Englander.
er. If twelve people sign up via the BAC, then
The next BAC Board meeting is June 18, 2018
there is an Incentive Program which provides a
per telecon.
discount for the Council or Clubs. Please contact
Debbie Stewart if you have any questions at:
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn
FwsaIntlTrvl@prodigy.net or via cell at: 559-737the meeting; adjourned at 9:00 pm.
0882,
Respectfully submitted,

Please go to the skibac.org website for all the
BAC & FWSA Trip Flyers and information. The
BAC has chosen Alta/Snowbird Utah for our Mini
Ski Week this year if there is enough interest
from our Ski Clubs. Stay tuned for more information...

Karen Davis
Secretary

Enjoy July's warm summer nights!

Travel Time
Summer is here with sunny long
days and wonderful July 4th Celebrations around the Bay Area!
The Marin County Fair has fireworks over a lagoon every night
July, 2018

Gail Burns

Gail Burns
BAC Travel
Director
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minutes for the shuttle, and travel approximately
15 minutes to the shuttle stop at the other ski area, and then walk with their equipment to get acINDUSTRY LIAISON
cess to a lift. The project is being proposed to
enhance the visitor experience at both Squaw
Hello all snow sports enthusiValley and Alpine Meadows by providing more
asts and lovers of all seasonal
direct access to existing ski terrain and/or resort
activities. I have to admit
amenities via a gondola lift system with limited
that as Industry Liaison I have Norman Glickman
waiting times to board the gondola and an apBAC Industry Liainot been paying as close atproximately 16-minute transit time between ski
son
tention as I should have on
areas. The more direct access would also allow
the status of the project prothe Squaw Valley ski and snowboard schools
posal involving the Squaw Valley and Alpine
improved access to the beginner terrain at AlMeadows connection. I know that many of you
pine Meadows. (Editor’s comment: Because of
are already aware of the draft plan that will link
the length of time to move back and forth bethe bases of the Squaw Valley and Alpine Mead- tween the ski areas using the existing shuttle
ows with what has been called a “transfer gonbus service, it is likely that an unknown number
dola.” Both areas have been under a common
of skiers and riders are using their own vehicles
ownership since 2011.
to go back and forth now simply because of the
convenience. A transfer lift would also help reThe U.S. Forest Service and Placer County have duce the flow of traffic on Alpine Meadows Rd.,
prepared a joint environmental document for the State Route 89 and Squaw Valley Rd., if availaproposed Base-to-Base Gondola Project. The
ble.
document serves as both an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), required by the National
In September and October, 2015, the Tahoe NaEnvironmental Policy Act, and an Environmental tional Forest (TNF) and Placer County, respecImpact Report (EIR) for Placer County, required tively, accepted applications from Squaw Valley
by the California Environmental Quality Act. Both Ski Holdings (SVSH) to install, operate, and
agencies have determined that an EIS/EIR is
maintain an aerial tramway system (gondola)
needed to review, analyze, and document the
connecting the Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadpotential effects of this project on the human,
ows ski areas. The proposal also included an
physical, and biological environment anticipated alteration of current avalanche mitigation techto result from construction, operation, and
niques on the Alpine Meadows side of the route
maintenance of this undertaking. Squaw Valley through the installation of eight Gazex ExplodSki Holdings, LLC is the project proponent. This ers, a fixed remote avalanche control system
EIS/EIR will be used by the Forest Service and
(RACS) based on exploding a propane/oxygen
Placer County to render decisions regarding ap- gas mixture inside an open metal tube, along or
proval of project elements within their jurisdiction near a segment of the Alpine Meadows side of
and selection of any alternative if deemed appro- the proposed gondola alignment. Implementation
priate. The Draft EIS/EIR documents are availa- of the proposal would require an amendment to
ble online at: https://www.squawalpinegondola- the existing Forest Service special use permit
eis.com/library/documents and
issued for the operation and maintenance of this
https://www.placer.ca.gov/departments/
remote avalanche control system.
communitydevelopment/envcoordsvcs/eir/
squawvalleygondolaproject.
The proposal is consistent with the Alpine Meadows Ski Area Master Development Plan and
Some background: A shuttle bus currently pro- passed the screening criteria for consideration to
vides roadway access between the ski areas
use National Forest System lands and amend
throughout the day. This inter resort access is
the existing permit consistent with Forest Service
often considered inconvenient to skiers and rid- land use regulations. A conditional use permit
ers who are already on one side or the other and from the County and a General Plan amendment
simply want to ski or ride on the other
to the Squaw Valley General Plan and Land Use
side. They must exit the mountain, walk with
Ordinance allows for a new ski lift. The public
their equipment to the shuttle stop, wait up to 30 comment period on the Draft Environmental ImJuly, 2018

5

www.skibac.org

BAC General Meeting
pact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
closed on June 12, 2018. It is getting to be
more interesting now as we move into the next
phase of reviewing public comments as the United States Forest Service and Placer County get
closer to making their final decision about the
California Express Gondola. BAC and Sierra
League schedule a significant number of FWRA
races at Squaw/Alpine. So, skiers and riders
who belong to clubs under these councils and
who participate in their race programs would
benefit from a lift connecting the 2 ski areas.
More industry news that may give holders of
IKON pass products an added resort to their
passes if the following resort purchase is approved: Alterra Mountain Co. recently announced that it has signed an agreement to buy
the Solitude Mountain Resort located in Big Cottonwood Canyon, Southeast of Salt Lake City. It
is a 1,200-acre mountain resort with 77 skiing
and snowboarding runs. The purchase is expected to be completed by late fall. Terms of
the deal have not been released. Alterra said
further information, including whether Solitude
will be included in the company’s IKON season
pass package, will be announced after the purchase is finalized.

ber before you can sign up to race. USSA Membership options are available at
“www.my.ussa.org/membership/start.” Choose
one of the following options.
a. Become a Member, b. Renew Membership,
or, c. Short Term (one-time use) Membership. Racers with Competitor or Coach's licenses may add a Master's License FOR FREE by
calling USSA Membership at 435-647-2017.
2. Sign up for each race and pay the entry fees
at “www.skiracereg.com.” Online registration is
required prior to check in and will not be available at the resort.
3. A Timberline Resort and Ski Area Release of
Liability form is required for each participant.
Timberline releases are available online only at
the following website: https://
s3.amazonaws.com/assets.ngin.com/
attachments/
document/0095/4631/2015_Timberline_Ski_Area_rel
ease_form.pdf
The schedule is: Fri., 7/13/18: Check-in and
Welcome party after 3 pm; Sat., 7/14/18: GS
Race followed by a barbeque; Sun., 7/14/18: SL
Race followed by an awards party.

In the June BAC Newsletter, I also covered the
Mt. Hood ski and snowboard summer camps for
kids. The earliest session available for kids is
My column in the June, 2018 BAC Newsletter
#7, beginning Sunday, July 8th. Weekly camps
contained detailed information concerning the
are available for racing, moguls, park and pipe,
2018 Summer Fun National Ski Races that will
free skiing, and snowboarding. The last schedbe taking place at the Timberline Lodge and Ski uled weekly session, #14, (Aug. 26-Sept.1) is for
Resort, Government Camp Oregon the weekend adults only. This may be of interest to those club
of July 13-14-15. This is their 30th year of host- members who race in the BAC and Sierra Couning this event. There is still time to sign up if you cil FWRA program and/or participate in the
want to race. Below is an abbreviated version of USSA Far West Master's Race program or who
the sign-up process. Some of you may have
just want to improve their racing or general skihad problems downloading the June, 2018
ing skills.
Newsletter: Start by going to the
“SummerFunNationals.com” website which pro- Summer activities happening at Tahoe which
vides each step. Sign up must be done online, may interest you. For those who have experialong with payment of all fees.
enced Aerial Adventure Parks, they are popping
up in the Lake Tahoe basin. Treetop Adventure
RACERS MUST have the following items prior
Park which is in partnership with Granlibakken
to checking in at the Summer Fun Nationals on Tahoe, is one such park. Open year-round, it is
Friday, July 13 after 3 PM.:
advertised as the first Aerial Adventure Park in
California, comprised of a series of courses link1. A USSA membership for the current year
ing tree platform to tree platform with a variety of
(7/1/18 to 6/30/19) is required. Do this first since bridges and zip lines. Ascend to an initial tree
you must establish that you are a current mem- platform and then travel through the forest on an
July, 2018
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mountain roller coaster and the resort's Blue
Streak zip line, which Heavenly claims is among
the longest and fastest in the U.S. The Blue
Streak is more than 3,300-feet in length, with a
525 foot vertical drop. With two separate lines,
Heavenly claims you can even zip down sideby-side with a friend if you choose. Lift tickets
and sightseeing tickets are sold separately and
are required to take the Heavenly Gondola, and
then the Tamarack Express chairlift, to reach the
zip line Launching Pad. During the summer, zip
line rides are offered as part of a package with
either a Scenic Gondola ticket or the resorts Ultimate Adventure Pass. The Adventure Pass also
includes a ride on the mountain coaster, tubing
on the water, and access to several ropes courses.

aerial trek anywhere from 15 to 50 feet in the air!
The Treetop Adventure Park offers a variety of
courses, from Beginning to Black Diamond challenges. According to the Treetop Adventure
Park website, it is suitable for kids ages 5+.
Height requirements may apply to children who
want to participate in some of the courses. All
Treetop Adventure Park participants are outfitted
in full-body harnesses and helmets and connected to either a Saferoller continuous belay system
or a Smart Belay system, depending on zone.
The Treetop Adventure Park advertises itself as
family friendly. “Our Flying Squirrel zone caters
to the young adventurers, ages 5+ and beginning climbers. The Flying Squirrel zone consists
of 3 different kids' courses and includes a variety
of bridges and zip lines, some almost 300 feet
That’s all for now. Stay cool and enjoy your
long!”
Summer.
On the South Shore, Heavenly Mountain Resort
offers diversified activities like gondola rides
from the village to the summit, canopy tours, a
variety of ropes courses, tubing on the water, a

July, 2018
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From your Industry Liaison,
Norman Glickman

www.skibac.org

July, 2018

8

www.skibac.org

BAC and FWSA Benefit – From National Ski Council Federation
Note this discount is available through Steamboat lodging as listed and not
available with group contracts.
NSCF Lodging Discount
Here are the details of your NSCF discount. I have also
included a link to a flyer so that you can easily share this
benefit with your membership.
NSCF Members SAVE AN ADDITIONAL 10% off your
Steamboat lodging when you book your vacation rental
with Mountain Resorts, Simply Steamboat, and Pioneer
Ridge ... even when it's already on sale!
Book direct using promo code NSCF1819
This code is valid through April 20, 2019.
Whether you want to take a trip with your family, or
setup basecamp with a smaller group in a luxury chalet, we are happy to extend a special
discount to all NSCF councils, clubs, and their members.
NSCF STEAMBOAT LODGING BENEFIT FLYER
* Promo code valid for individual reservations booked directly. Not available with group contracts.

Whether you want to take a trip with your family, or setup basecamp with a smaller group in a luxury chalet, we are
happy to extend a special discount to all members of NSCF councils and clubs.
Larry Mashaw
Vice President of Sales & Marketing
Resort Group
(970) 875-2828
lmashaw@resortgroup.com

July, 2018
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Board of Directors
PRESIDENT

PAUL VLASVELD

408-247-6472

PAST—PRESIDENT

DENNIS HEFFLEY

bac.pastpresident@skibac.org

SECRETARY

KAREN DAVIS

bac.secretary@skibac.org

TREASURER

KEITH WILSON

bac.treasurer@skibac.org

MEMBERSHIP

CATHY WILSON

bac.membership@skibac.org

TRAVEL

GAIL BURNS

PUBLIC AFFAIRS

HARRY DAVIS

COMMUNICATIONS

DENNIE WARREN

510-759-3415

bac.communications@skibac.org

INDUSTRY LIAISON

NORMAN GLICKMAN

530-906-4328

bac.industry@skibac.org

650-255-7883

bac.president@skibac.org

bac.travel@skibac.org
bac.publicaffairs@skibac.org

Committee Directors
HISTORY

MARY AZEVEDO

925-944-9816

bac.historian@skibac.org

COMMUNITIES

HARRY DAVIS

925-686-3774

bac.communities@skibac.org

WEBMASTER

JENN WILSON

bac.webmaster@skibac.org

DIRECTORY EDITOR DENNIE WARREN

bac.directoryeditor@skibac.org

League Officers
SINGLES LEAGUE PRESIDENT

KARL SMITH

bac.singlesleaguepresident@skibac.org

SINGLES LEAGUE RACING

JOHN WALSH

bac.singlesleagueracing@skibac.org

OPEN LEAGUE RACING

DEBI PHELPS

bac.openleagueracing@skibac.org

Website/Phone Numbers

July, 2018

BAC Web Site

skibac.org

BAC Newsletter email

bac.communications@skibac.org

Singles League Racing

slracing.org

Open League Racing

https://sites.google.com/site/openleagueracing/

Far West Ski—Association

fwsa.org

Far West Ski—Racing

fwra.com

Web Cams on the Slopes

magnifeye.com

Road conditions

800-427-7623 or skibac.org

Weather

nws.mbay.net/home.html

Natl Ski Council Fed

www.skifederation.org
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Ski with Pride, Let it Ride, Watch all Sides
First with Safety Awareness
Slogan sponsored by

Bay Area Council of Ski Clubs
PO Box 5248
San Jose, CA 95150

BAC meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at the Englander
Restaurant, 101 Parrot Street, San Leandro, CA (510) 357-3571

July, 2018
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