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What a difference a year makes.  In the January 2011 BAC 
Newsletter I wrote about the ñfeets of snowò in the moun-
tains around Lake Tahoe and down into Mammoth.  In con-
trast, December 2011 is perhaps the driest December 
since the 1800ôs!  In fact, Tioga Pass was still open on New 
Years Eve ~ December 31, 2011! 
 
Thankfully our local ski/snowboard resorts have extensive 
snowmaking capabilities.  While it might not be the best 
conditions, we are still able to get up to the slopes and 

make some turns.  Hopefully La Nina will kick in during the next few 
weeks and both the rain and snow will begin to fall! 
 
As we enter into 2012 there are many wonderful things to look forward 
to within the Bay Area Snow Sports Council (BAC).  This will start off 
with our BAC General Meeting on January 9, 2012 at The Englander in 
San Leandro, CA.  People begin arriving at 6:45PM for a little social time 
prior to the actual meeting beginning at 7:30PM.  Here are some high-
lights to look forward to from that eveningôs agenda on January 9th. 
 

Nominations will once again be opened for the position of President 
of the BAC.  The nominations will then be closed with voting tak-
ing place during the same meeting.  If you are interested in learn-
ing more about and/or running for the position of BAC President, 
please contact me or any other BAC Officer with your questions. 

 
Our featured Guest Speaker is scheduled to be Greg Righellis of 

Squaw Valley Ski Resort.  He will have all of the latest information 
about whatôs taking place at one of the premier resorts in the 
Lake Tahoe Region. 

 
We will be discussing the upcoming Far West Ski Association Con-

vention, June 7 ~ 10, 2012 in Ogden, UT.  Are you aware that  
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 your club and its members can submit in-
formation for some amazing awards and 
recognition at the FWSA Convention!?  At 
our meeting we will share what a few of 
these are. 

 
The BAC will be hosting the FWSA Conven-

tion in 2013!  This will take place June 6 ~ 
9, 2013 at the Grand Sierra Resort & Ca-
sino in Reno, NV.  We need volunteers to 
assist us with the planning and facilitating 
of this spectacular event. 

 
Remember that both our Open and Singlesô 
League have a great recreational Race Program 
for skiers & snowboarders of all levels.  This is a 
fun way to build camaraderie on the slopes and 
within your clubs.  Not only that, but during the 
ñrace weekendsò the resort where the races take 
place offer our members a nice discount on lift 
tickets while the racer sign-ins are being done 

first thing in the morning!  The Race Season will 
culminate with the FarWest Championships being 
hosted at Mammoth Mountain Resort, April 6 ~ 8, 
2012.  Remember, you can to fly to Mammoth 
from San Francisco and San Jose Airports this 
winter and even for the FWSA Championships! 
 
Many of our clubs have trips scheduled to various 
resorts across North America.  The BAC has two, 
one going to Salt Lake City, UT and another to 
Jackson Hole, WY.  There are also fun and inter-
esting trips going to Europe, Northern Africa and 
beyond through the FWSA International Travel 
Program.   
 
These are just a few of the many benefits for the 
people who join and those who are already a 
member of your club which is part of the Bay 
Area Snow Sports Council. 
 
Happy New Year & Thank You For Being The 
One Who Makes The Difference. 
 
Dennis Heffley 
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Calendar of Activities  

JANUARY, 2012  
1-31 5th Annual Learn to Ski & Snow Board 
 Month 
7 BAC Open/Singles LeagueðRace #1 GS 
 at Alpine Meadows/Squaw Valley 
7-14 Snowmass Alpine Nationals, Snowmass, 
 CO 
8 BAC Open/Singles LeagueðRace #2 GS/
 SL at Alpine Meadows/Squaw Valley 
8  Sierra Avalanche Center Ski Day at Sugar 

 Bowl 
8-13 Skiing/Boarding for Schools at Tahoe Don
 ner Cross Country & Northstar-at-Tahoe 
14-21 Snow More Ski & Board ClubðBig Sky & 
 Moonlight Basin, MT 
14-22 NSAA 13th Annual National Safety Aware
 ness Week 
21-22 BAC Singles LeagueðRace #3 SL/Race 
 #4 GS at Northstar-at-Tahoe 
22-27 Skiing/Boarding for Schools Tahoe Cross 
 Country 
1/28-2/4 FWSA Ski Week Jackson Hole, WY 
30-2/5 Skiing/Boarding for Schools at Royal Gorge 

 

FEBRUARY 
11-12 BAC Open League Race #3 SL/#4 GS at 
 Northstar-at-Tahoe 
18-19 BAC Singles League Race Clinics at Boreal 
25  BAC Open/Singles LeagueðRace #5 SL/

 Super G Clinic/Squaw Valley/Northstar-at-
 Tahoe 

26  BAC Singles LeagueðRace #5 Super G at 
 Northstar-at-Tahoe 

 
MARCH 

1-6 BAC Ski Trip, Salt Lake City, UT 
2-10 Snow More Ski & Board Club, St. Anton,  
 Austria 
3-4 BAC Singles Leagueð Race #6 SL/#7  
 GSðAlpine Meadows 
10  BAC Open LeagueðClinicðTBD 
10-11 BAC Singles/Open Leagueð Race #8 GS/ 
 Race #7 SLðAlpine Meadows 
9-17 FWSA Intôl Ski Week at Chamonix, France 
17-25 FWSA Morocco Post Trip Extensionð 
 Morocco Adventure 1 
23-24 NorCal Championshipsð Clinic/SLðAlpine  
 Meadows 
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BAC Club President and 
Representative Meeting  
The Englander ï San Leandro 
December 5, 2011 
 
The meeting was called to order 
by President Dennis Heffley at 
7:30 pm at The Englander  in San 
Leandro CA.  
    
Presidentôs Report:  Dennis Heffley ï Dennis 
polled the group to see how many people have 
been up to the ski slopes this season.  A few 
people have been up and have skied Squaw, 
Heavenly, Park City and Deer Valley.  Heavenly 
was reported to have great snow.  Dennis and 
Norm and Mary Azevedo were in Utah for the Far 
West Quarterly meeting and were able to ski a 
half day at both Park City and Deer Valley.  Den-
nis urged all to do their exercises and stretching 
and get ready to ski/board, because the snow is 
coming.  Dennis welcomed both guest speakers 
ï Doug Pringle, President of DSUSA Far West 
and Jennifer Van Gilder, National Sales Manager 
of Northstar at Tahoe/Heavenly.  After a round of 
attendee introductions, Dennis noted that BAC 
Directories are now available.  This is the first Di-
rectory produced by our Newsletter Editor, Den-
nie Warren.  Dennis reported that the printer was 
very surprised and impressed at how quickly 
Dennie came up to speed on the software and 
with the quality job that she did.  In recognition of 

all her hard work, Dennis presented Dennie with 
a gift from Deer Valley.  Dennis then announced 
that we will be opening nominations for President 
during the meeting.  As President, you will get to 
partner with the industry, make friends, meet in-
teresting people such as Doug and Jennifer and 
travel to various interesting places. You will also 
get to take what you learn and share with others.   
 
Secretary:   Cathy Wilson ï  Karen Davis made a 
motion to approve the minutes for October and 
November, with the date on Novemberôs minutes 
modified to reflect 2011; Ron White seconded the 
motion and the minutes were unanimously ap-
proved.   
 
Nominations for the Office of Bay Area Snow 
Sports Council President:  Dennis reviewed the 
duties of the President, which were also sent out 
via email.  Duties include writing quarterly reports 
for Far West, attending Far West Quarterly Meet-
ings, and managing the activities of the Bay Area 
Snow Sports Council.   Mary Azevedo nominated 
Dennis Heffley for the office.  Dennis noted that 
we have several very important activities coming 
up in the next year, including the convention and, 
with the total support and encouragement of the 
BAC Board, he accepted the nomination.  David 
Meinhardt then nominated Harry Davis for Presi-
dent, and Dennis seconded.  However, Harry de-
clined the nomination, pointing out that this com-
ing year will require recent experience with BAC  

24 BAC Open LeagueðAwards Banquetð 
 Grandlibakken, Tahoe City 
24-30 Ski/Boarding for SchoolsðSugar Bowl 
25  NorCal ChampionshipsðGSðAlpine  
 Meadows 
27-4/1 FWSA Spring Fling (Big White, Kelowna 
 BC Canada) 
30 or 31 6th Annual Disabled Sports USA Far West  
 Wounded Warrior Phil Bocks Memorial  
 Ability ChallengeðAlpine Meadows 
31  18th Annual Disabled Sports USA Far West  

 Ability BASH BanquetðAlpine Meadows 
 

THINGS TO COME 

 
6/7-10 FWSA 80th Annual Convention, Ogden, UT 
9/28- FWSA 2012 Fall Panama Cruise 
10/12 
 

***For more info/details go to skibac.org [HOT 
SHEET]*** 

DIRECTOR REPORTS 

Cathy Wilson 

Secretary 

Calendar of Activities  

(continued)  
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leadership to manage the upcoming events.  
Harry Davis then moved to close nominations 
and the motion was unanimously carried.  Nomi-
nations will be open again at the next meeting. 
       
Guest Speaker  ï Disabled Sports USA Far West 

Division ï Mr. Doug Pringle, President ï Doug 
started off by providing us with some background 
on how he became involved with disabled sports. 
He lost his leg in Vietnam and was recovering in 
the Presidio, when he saw a film by WW II vets 
which showed skiers skiing on one leg.  He 
thought they were nuts but decided to try it any-
way.  After lots of falling down and getting up, he 
learned to ski. The experience was a life chang-
ing event.  It was also so powerful that he made 
adaptive skiing his life.  About 25 years ago, the 
DSUSA relationship with BAC was established 
and the Ski For All event was created.  The Ski 
for All has been a great fundraiser for DSUSA.   
This year, Doug reported that there are some 
changes to the event.  The new event will be a 
ski day combining the previous Ski-for-All and 
Ability Challenge events and is being called ñThe 
Ability Challenge 2012 ò and will be held on 
March 30th and 31st at Alpine Meadows.  Partici-
pants will need to raise a minimum amount of 
pledges to benefit DSUSA.   In an All Mountain 
Challenge, people will be given GPS units; their 
ski day will be tracked and prizes will be given 
depending on the number of checkpoints they 
pass and bonus challenges they complete. Prizes 
will also be given for top fundraisers as well.  The 
event will be open to everyone, not just ski club 
members.  Doug then read an email he received 
last spring, sent by Valerie Bennett on behalf of 
Phil Bennett, age 23.  Phil recently spent a great 
day on the slopes with DSUSA (a 9 years partici-
pant) and passed away shortly after.  Valerie 
noted that Phil was very grateful to those who do-
nated to DSUSA to make such experiences hap-
pen and BAC is a big part of that. In the spirit of 
those who generously donate, Doug asked all 
attendees to share the information on the new 
Ability Challenge event with their clubs.  He will 
also follow up with a letter to all club presidents.   
He also requested that clubs take advantage of 
their social media to promote the event as well.  

Doug noted that it takes a lot of training to be an 
instructor with DSUSA as there are so many dif-
ferent disabilities with different needs.  Instructors 
are constantly training.  Doug is also the first cer-
tified disabled ski instructor and was certified in 
1972.  Doug also spent about 6 years on the 
Board of Directors of the US Olympic Committee.  
His main focus was to get disabled athletes ac-
cepted by the Olympic Committee, which now 
includes Paralympics as part of the Committeeôs 
charter. This means that disabled athletes now 
have the same training facilities, uniforms and 
other benefits as other Olympic athletes.  At the 
DSUSA Alpine Meadows facility, about 500 peo-
ple are served every winter and more during the 
summer.  DSUSA also serves wounded warriors 
by conducting  a "Wounded Warrior Sports 
Camp." They also have a "Wounded Warrior Pro-
gram" which consists of both winter and summer 
sports camps designed to be an integral part of 
their rehabilitation in collaboration with military 
and VA hospitals.  In closing, Dennis acknowl-
edged all of Dougôs accomplishments and pas-
sion for the cause, and noted that he is very re-
vered by all of the sports oriented disabled or-
ganizations.  He also encouraged everyone to go 
back to their clubs and promote the events.  Den-
nis also offered to come to any club meetings to 
speak about DSUSA and BAC, so please contact 
him to book him for your meeting.  Dennis pre-
sented a rotational snowboard binding, donated 
by Twisted Bindings to Doug for one of the 
DSUSA snowboard instructors. The binding al-
lows a snowboarder to get on a chairlift with the 
board hanging straight down instead of across 
the legs of other riders.  It also provides advan-
tages when on the flats.  Dennis noted that 
Twisted Bindings has also offered a discount to 
BAC members.  Just enter NSCF15 at 
www.twistedbindings.com for a 15% discount. 
 
Travel  ï Paula Kinahon -  FWSA 2012 Domestic 
& International Ski Weeks  -  The Jackson Hole 

Far West domestic ski week trip will be occurring 
next month.  BAC has 61 people going and if 
there is still someone who would like to go, Paula 
may be able to get some lodging at 1 or 2 of the 
properties.  The ski week for 2013 will be at As-
pen/Snowmass.  Paula will be doing the site in-
spection next month.  The ski week for 2013 will 
be kicked off at Jackson Hole and deposits will  

BAC General Meeting  
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be accepted for this trip in February.  Those who 
sign up first have priority for air and lodging se-
lections, so it pays to sign up early.  Linda Hen-
nings is running the BAC trip to Salt Lake City, 
Utah, from March 1-6, 2012.  The group will be 
staying at the Red Lion Hotel in downtown Salt 
Lake. The trip includes 5 nights lodging, 4 days 
skiing, full hot breakfast every day, a welcome 
party, local transportation and a chartered bus up 
to the slopes every day - all for only $1045 per 
person.  The trip includes interchangeable lift 
tickets to Alta, Snowbird, Solitude or Brighton.  
Linda has 32 spaces available and 28 are filled.  
The group will be flying on Southwest, so there 
are no baggage fees.  Linda may be able to get 
more spaces, but airfare price would not be guar-
anteed.  So, if you still want to go, please contact 
Linda.   Norm Azevedo announced that the 
Chamonix trip is departing on March 7th.  Norm 
has an opening for a single male and also a sin-
gle female.   There are 3 rooms left as well in 
Chamonix.  The one week Morocco trip is filled.  
There are still a few openings on the 2 week trip.   
 
Public Affairs  ï Linda Indreboe ï 2012 & 2013 
FWSA Conventions ï The 2012 Convention will 

be from June 7-10th in Ogden, Utah.   The 2013 
Convention will be held June 6-9 in Reno at 
Grand Sierra.  The standard room rate for Utah 
has been reduced to $94 a night and a suite can 
be obtained for $125.  Reservations can be made 
starting now.  Dennis met last week with Barbara 
Erickson to start the ball rolling on the 2013 Con-
vention.   There are 16 months left for planning.  
Liz LaManna has also volunteered to help and 
Dennis will be meeting with her this Sunday.  
Linda put together a very good detail plan for the 
last convention, hosted by BAC, and Far West 
has adopted her framework.   The theme has not 
been finalized for the 2013 Convention, but ñThe 
Biggest Little Convention in the World,ò is being 
considered.  Barbara announced that a letter will 
be going to the clubs asking for more sugges-
tions for a theme.  A committee will then vote on 
the final theme.  It was also recently announced 
that the 2014 Convention will be at the River 
House in Bend, Oregon. 
 

Guest Speaker  -  Jennifer Van Gilder ï North-
star at Tahoe/Heavenly National Sales -
Manager  ï Jennifer reported that there is a lot of 

man made snow at both Heavenly and Northstar 
and there is really good skiing now, especially at 
Heavenly.  At Northstar, a new lodge, the Zephyr 
Lodge, will open mid-December at the top of the 
Tahoe Zephyr lift. This lodge will be similar to the 
Tamarack lodge that opened last year at Heav-
enly. This is a new lodge and does not replace 
the private lodge that is at the top of the lift.  The 
Promised Land Express, a new quad chair lift, 
has been installed on the back side of Northstar. 
Two more intermediate runs (Castle Peak and 
the Islands) have been created Promised Land 
and Drifter.  Off piste skiing is being expanded as 
well and Sômores will be handed out at the end of 
the day in the Village! Two new trails have been 
created off of the Galaxy chair at Heavenly. Also 
at Heavenly apres ski amenities will be offered at 
the Tamarack Lodge, which will stay open after 
the ski day ends.  There will be drink and food 
specials and a DJ.  Starting December 17th, there 
will be holiday events in the Northstar Village 
along with an Ice Capades type show.  Fireworks 
will be featured.  At both Heavenly and Northstar, 
ñEpic mixò card will be given away free and are 
available at any ticket window.  The card will 
track your runs and you will be eligible for award 
pins based on what you accomplish.  There will 
be free on mountain photos loaded to your ac-
count.   There will be a flat fee for all high resolu-
tion photos.  If you are skiing at Northstar or 
Heavenly, feel free to contact Jennifer and see if 
she is available for a few runs!   Heavenly/
Northstar has been very generous in providing 
great ñswagò for raffles at BAC events.  Dennis 
also asked Jennifer if VAIL Resorts would like to 
be considered for being a part of the 7th Annual 
BAC / Disabled Sports USA Oakland Athletics 
Tailgate BBQ / Baseball Game & Fireworks Show 
this coming summer and she said "yes".  In clos-
ing, Dennis recognized VAIL's support of the 6th 
annual BAC/DSUSA Oakland Aôs Game last 
summer.  Vail provided an amazing amount of 
Raffle Prizes and both Jennifer and Todd Strick-
land, VAIL National Sales Manager, attended the 
game with us. 
  
Thank you Jennifer, Vail, Heavenly and North-
star!  And a special "Thank You" for the wonder- 

BAC General Meeting  



 

January, 2012 6    www.skibac.org 

ful items Jennifer brought us on Monday ï includ-
ing lift tickets, hats, water bottles and Christmas 
ornaments (in the shape of a gondola). 
 
Benefits  ï Sue Kane asked when the tickets will 
be distributed and also asked about the cost of 
some of the repurchase ticket prices.  It was 
shared that ticket pricing was very slow this 
year and that some resorts had not announced 
their lift ticket pricing till the end of Novem-
ber.  This has been a problem and frustrating for 
all corporate lift ticket programs including the 
BAC.  When Sandy, our Benefits director, returns 
in a week she will have updated information in 
regard to refunds and ticket availability for all of 
our clubs.  It appears that ski resorts want people 
to purchase a Season Pass.  The BAC continues 
making efforts to provide a Season Pass program 
to our clubs and individual members.  Hopefully 
this will be the season we can accomplish this 
with first VAIL Resorts (locally Heavenly and 
NorthStar) and additional resorts to follow.  
 
Treasurer ï Paul Vlasveld ï Winterfest was a 

success.  The benefit lift ticket sales are a bit 
down but viable.  So all in all, we are doing well 
this year. 
 
Communication  ï Dennie Warren ï BAC Direc-
tories are available, so please take some for your 
club. Dennis also has Far West Skierôs Guides 
available for your club.  Dennis will have Michelle 
directly send membership cards to your club if 
you request them.   
 
Club & Other Announcements  ï  

 
Please send information on any of your club 
events (that are open to other BAC clubs) to Den-
nie Warren for the BAC Newsletter. 
  
Nisei Ski Club has several bus trips set for next 
year and all clubs are invited to join as well.  
Please check out www.niseiskiclub.org for the trip 
schedule.   
 
Upcoming Meetings:  
 

Next General Meeting ï January 9, 2012, 7:30 
PM at The Englander 
Next BAC Board Meeting ï January 16, 2012 
7:30PM at The Englander 
 
Upcoming Events:   
 
January 28 ï February 4, 2012: FWSA Ski Week 
ï Jackson Hole, WY 
March 1-6, 2012 ï BAC Utah trip 
 
Guest Speakers:   
 
January 9, 2012 ï Greg Rhighellis Squaw Valley 
   
In closing, Dennis wished all a wonderful Holiday 
Season. 
 
The meeting was then adjourned at 9:15 PM by 
Dennis Heffley, BAC President. 
    
Respectfully submitted, 
Cathy Wilson, Secretary 
 
 
 
 

TRAVEL DIRECTORôS MESSAGE 
By Paula Kinahon 

 
Wanderlust ï The strong desire 

to travelé 
 

Greetings! May you and yours 
have many days of great skiing/
boarding and happy travel adven-
tures in 2012.  Just so you know 
the FWSA Ski Week 2013 will be 
at Aspen/Snowmass Feb 2 -9.  The BAC will be-
gin accepting reservations at the general meeting 
in February.  Pricing, lodging, and whatôs in-
cluded in the trip package will be available in the 
February newsletter so more to come. 

 
BAC Ski Adventure to Salt Lake City, Utah, 

Mar 1 ï 6, 2012 

 
There are still a few spots open on the Salt Lake 
City, Utah, March 1 -6, 2012.   Trip flyer is in-
cluded in this newsletter.  The SLC trip, priced at 
$1045, is a fabulous value all inclusive of: 

BAC General Meeting  
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Air & ground transfers / 5-day accommodations at Red Lion 
Hotel 

4-day interchangeable ski pass good at Snowbird, Alta, 
Solitude, & Brighton 

Welcome party / daily hot breakfast at hotel 
 
Expect high season conditions at low season prices.  As 
the saying goes óthe greatest snow on earth.ô   

 
Please contact Linda Hennings for signup and information: 

 
Linda Hennings / 209 538 -3590 evenings only  

Lindahennings@sbcglobal.net   
 

 2012 FWSA Ski Week to Jackson Hole, Wyoming, 
Jan 28 ï Feb 4, 2012 

 
The FWSA Ski Week to Jackson Hole, Wyoming is full but 
new signups may still be accommodated.  If interested, 
please contact me as soon as possible.  Lodging options 
may be limited.   
 
Some information on Sightseeing at Jackson Hole  
 
Jackson Hole and the surrounding areas offer some of the 
most amazing scenic vistas and wildlife viewing. During 
winter, peace and serenity of snow covered fields, hills, and 
mountains make for magnificent vistas and scenery.  
 
Yellowstone National Park  is open to snowcoaches and 
snowmobiles. Once in the park, be sure to take the time to 
walk around one of the guided areas such as West Thumb 
Geyser Basin.  
 
Grand Teton National Park  has reduced automobile ac-
cess in the winter. The inner road from the Taggart Lake 
trail head, north of Moose, to the Jackson Lake Dam is 
closed during the winter. Access to these areas requires 

snowshoes or cross-country skis.  The outer road still pro-
vides great views of the range during the winter.  

 
Paula Kinahon / BAC Travel Director  

510 910-2707   /   PKinahon@Gmail.com  
  

Mailing Address:  
BAC Travel c/o Paula Kinahon  

15447 Heron Drive, San Leandro, CA   94579  
 

*** 
2012 FWSA Spring Fling to Big White  

March 27 ï April 1, 2012  
$520 - $595 per person  

 without Air Transportation  
See flyer for contact information 

 
*** 

Cruise the Panama Canal with Far West Ski Association. 
Please see the attached flyer for details about FWSA's Pa-
nama Canal Cruise in the Fall of 2012 . This flyer along 
with information on other FWSA trips is available on the Far 
West website at fwsa.org. 
  
Don't miss out on this Far West traveling experience of a 
lifetime filled with fun, excitement and relaxation.  See flyer 
for contact information. 
 

*** 
 
2012 FWSA International Ski Week to Chamonix France  

March 9 ï 17 
$2247 per person  

  

Contact FWSA VP International Travel, Norm Azevedo at 

925-944-9816 for information on international trips.  

 

*** 
 

Trip participants must be a FWSA ski club member or 
direct FWSA member  

BAC General Meeting  

   
FWSA "Charity & Community Service Recognition"  

and "Community Service Awareness Program"    
 
BAC needs assistance from all of our member clubs. 
 
#1.  For the "Charity & Community Service Recognition", clubs must complete an application form by March 15.    Plan 
now with info at www.fwsa.org   
 
#2.  For the "Community Service Awareness Program", FWSA has presented a challenge to every club in every council.  
The goal is to reach 100% FWSA charitable involvement..... that every club in every council be involved with at least 
ONE Charitable Activity during this year. 
 
#3.  Please have each club respond and specify at least one charitable activity with which the club was/is involved this 
year.    
 
Please send entries and information to Harry Davis, harrykaren@comcast.net, and copy Dennis Heffley, BAC president, 
at skiheffley@aol.com.  Your entries will be forwarded to FWSA.  Let's see which council in FWSA reaches 100% first. 

mailto:Lindahennings@sbcglobal.net
mailto:PKinahon@Gmail.com
http://fwsa.org
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