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Thank You ~ Thank You ~ Thank You! 
 

It is humbling to be elected as the President of the Bay Area 
Snow Sports Council for a seventh term.  The Bay Area 
Snow Sports Council is The Greatest Ski Council in the Far-
West Ski Association and One Of The Best in the National 
Ski Council Federation. 
 
While I have the title of President next to my name, we 
would not accomplish what we do, have as much fun while 

we are doing it, nor would I even consider continuing in the position, if it 
wasnôt for our spectacular Bay Area Snow Sports Council Board of Direc-
tors and our many other BAC volunteers.  We as a TEAM of EQUALS put 
in the time, effort and focus to succeed in all that we do.   
 
This is the time of year that we open up nominations for all Bay Area 
Snow Sports Council Board of Director positions.  Nominations will be 
opened at our February 8, 2010 General Meeting, then at the March 8, 
2010 meeting and will continue to be opened for a final time at our April 
12, 2010 meeting when they will be closed and then voted upon. 
 
You are encouraged to ask any BAC Board of Directors or myself about 
any BAC BOD position and what is involved as a member of the board. 
We will answer any and all questions that you have. 
 
As I write this report, the BAC has the largest number of participants go-
ing to the FarWest Ski Week in Keystone, CO.  Plenty of powder, groom-
ers and enjoyment will be had by all! 
 
In this newsletter, be sure to read the article by Ms. Paula Kinahon about 
the FarWest Ski Week in 2011 (yes, plans are already made!) to Sun Val-
ley, Idaho.  Iôve been to Sun Valley a few times . . . this is a trip not to be 
missed!  Deposits will be accepted at the February 8

th
 meeting! 
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We have two great local locations as Guest 
Speakers at our February 8

th
 meeting.  Yes, we 

are going to be busy that night as we are at all of 
the BAC General Meetings!  On that night both 
NorthStar/Sierra at Tahoe and Squaw Valley will 
share information about their ski/destination re-
sorts! 
 
Also being talked about will be tremendous Fund 
Raising Opportunities for your clubs and mem-
bers with Disabled Sports USA.  First is The 
Wounded Warriors Ability Race on Friday, March 
19, 2010 at Alpine Meadows. Second is The 
BAC/DSUSA Ski For All held March 27, 2010 
(which is the Saturday of the Norcal Champion-
ships) at Squaw Valley.  You do NOT NEED TO 
BE A RACER to participate in either of these 
events. 
Further details and links can be found at 
www.skibac.org. 
 
January 16 ~ 21, 2010 I got to spend time in 
Whitefish Montana.  Skiing Big Mountain at 
Whitefish while staying both at the Whitefish 
Mountain Resort and at The Grouse Mountain 
Lodge.  This was a Prize that I won at the FWSA 

Convention in 2008 which was donated as a 
Fund Raiser for the FWSA Scholarship Program.  
I organized my travel plans around a Ski Week 
with the Crescent Ski Council, which includes the 
states of North & South Carolina, Tennessee and 
parts of Georgia.  Another part of the trip was a 
day at Fernie Ski Resort in British Columbia.  My 
thanks to the people of the Crescent Ski Council 
for welcoming me into their group as one of their 
own.  My special appreciation goes out to Ms. 
Edna White of the Grouse Mountain Lodge, Ms. 
Shay Ducharme of Whitefish Mountain Resort 
and Ms. Christine Grimble of Fernie Ski Resort/
Resorts of the Canadian Rockies! 
 
I looked over the resorts and kept saying to my-
self ñthe BAC needs to experience this!ò Plenty of 
terrain for everyone . . . and a variety of fun 
things to do for those who arenôt skiers/boarders!  
Keep your eyes and ears open . . . Iôll let you 
know when the details get taken care of! 
 
Remember ~ You Are The One Who Makes The 
Bay Area Snow Sports Council GREAT! 
 
Thank You For Being The One Who Makes The 
Difference! 
 
Dennis Heffley 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

February  
 

8 BAC meeting and nominations open for BAC 
 Board Members 
15 Deadline for sponsorship of Ability celebration, 
 Challenge Race Team 
27 -  
3/7 FWSA 2010 Intôl Ski Week to Cortina, Italy 
 

March  
 

16- 
21 DSUSA/Far West Ability Challenge/Alpine 
 Meadows 
20 DSUSA/Far West Ability Bash 
27 DSUSA/Far West Ski-for-All at Squaw Valley (w/
 FWRA NorCals) 
 

April  
 
9- 
11 FWRA Championships at Mammoth Mountain 
12 BAC meeting & election of BAC Board Members 
 
 
 

THINGS TO COME 
  
12/29- 
1/12/11 FWSA to Antarctica w/New Yearôs in Bue
 nos Aires 
1/22- 
29/11 FWSA Ski Week to Sun Valley, Idaho 

Calendar of Activities  

http://www.skibac.org/
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BAC General Meeting  
The Englander ï San Leandro 
7:30 PM, January 11, 2010 
 
The meeting was called to order by 
President Dennis Heffley at 7:30 PM. 
 
Doug Weaver made a motion to ap-
prove the minutes for December. 
Harry Davis seconded the motion and the minutes 
were unanimously approved.     
 
Presidentôs Report:  Dennis Heffley ï After welcom-
ing the meeting group, Dennis mentioned that he was 
recently on the Alaska/Horizon Air inaugural flight to 
Mammoth.  He was greeted at the San Jose airport by 
Woolly, the Mammoth Mascot!   Woolly was a hit!  
Woolly very mysteriously ended up going through 
baggage claim and met the group on the other side.  
For the inaugural flight, there was an official ribbon 
cutting ceremony at the gate ï Channel 4 news, ski 
magazines and several newspapers were all there.  
The entire gate was focused on Mammoth; prizes 
were handed out and to add to the theme, there was 
also a chairlift!  The entire flight took about 50 min-
utes; 5 minutes faster than schedule and included 
complementary beer and wine from local vineyards 
and breweries.  Woolly met them again at Mammoth 
(although he wasnôt on the plane - again, very myste-
rious ï can you figure out how he does this?)  A com-
plementary van met the plane and took the attendees 
to the various lodgings.  Dennis noted that both the 
airline and Mammoth made the entire experience an 
amazing one.   This coming weekend, Dennis will be 
flying out again, but this time to Whitefish Montana, 
on a trip that he won at the last Far West Convention.  
The Crescent Ski Council will also be in Whitefish with 
400 members.  For the first time ever at a BAC meet-
ing, Dennis noted that we have a representative from 
a top airline ïDennis then introduced Ms. Karen Can-
non of Alaska/Horizon Air.  Dennis also noted that 
Alaska has a generous upgrade policy whereby, on 
the day of your flight, you can upgrade to First Class 
for a very reasonable fee.  Ask your ticket agent for 
this and similar unpublished specials!  Dennis then 
introduced Mr. Doug Pringle, President of Disabled 
Sports USA (DSUSA), who will be our second guest 
speaker. Doug is also the first disabled person to be-
come a certified ski instructor. 
 
Nominations & Voting for BAC president:   Dennis 
shared his deepest appreciation with all of the BAC 
members and meeting attendees for the wonderful 

time he has had during the past 6 years as President.  
He mentioned that heôs been privileged to be a guest 
speaker at many of the club meetings and has en-
joyed the experience tremendously.  Tomorrow night, 
he will once again be a guest speaker at BACôs new-
est club ï the Marin Ski Club.  Dennis then described 
some of the benefits of being President of BAC.  As 
President, you would represent 7,000 club members 
from the Bay Area Council.  You would represent 
BAC at the Far West level which has 45,000 mem-
bers in 11 Western States.  In addition, you would 
also represent BAC at the National Ski Council Fed-
eration, which represents 330,000 members.  
Through these associations you would learn many 
things to bring back to the Council and the clubs. As 
President you would also meet many wonderful peo-
ple and have great experiences.  After describing the 
benefits and duties of president, Dennis opened the 
nominations. Karen Davis nominated Dennis and 
Harry Davis seconded.  Dennis accepted the nomina-
tion.  After 3 calls for nomination, there were no other 
names put forth.  Harry Davis then moved to close the 
process and elect Dennis via the ñright of acclama-
tion.ò Al Hurly seconded and nominations were 
closed.  Dennis was then unanimously re-elected for 
a 7th term, which is a BAC record!  Congratulations, 
Dennis on a wonderful job for the past 6 years and on 
being elected to a 7th term! 
 

Communities:   Harry Davis announced that the Far 
West Ski Association (FWSA) wants to know what 
charitable activities are supported by each club.  He 
asked all to fill out the FWSA charity award form 
which can be found on www.fwsa.org.  Even if you 
donôt feel your club has done enough to win the 
award, please fill out the charity award form anyway 
and send it in.  The information is very useful to Far 
West.   
 
Guest Speaker:  Disabled Sports USA ~ President:   
Mr. Doug Pringle ï Doug noted that he has been in-
volved with DSUSA since 1969 and it has changed 
his life. Doug spoke about a man named Jake, whose 
life was also changed by DSUSA.  Doug met Jake 
through a local mutual contact.  Jake would go to 
Alaska on various adventures, but on one cross coun-
try ski trip, he got caught out in the wilderness. He 
survived but lost both legs.  Jake lost much of his 
identity through this experience.  Heôd been a rough 
and tough adventurer, and most of that identity was 
gone with the loss of his legs.  Doug counseled Jake 
on finding a new identity, finding new activities, and 
how to adapt to his new situation.  Doug got him to  

Cathy Wilson 

Secretary 

DIRECTOR REPORTS 

http://www.fwsa.org/
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come to Alpine Meadows and try skiing.   This was an 
inspiring experience for Jake and has helped him to 
establish a new positive self image.  Doug mentioned 
that DSUSA has also been working with many 
Wounded Warriors from Iraq and Afghanistan. Doug 
also brought a short film focused on Wounded Warri-
ors. The film highlighted Wounded Warriors getting 
outfitted for equipment and taking lessons on both 
skiing and snowboarding. Many of the warriors have 
traumatic head injuries which affect motor skills.  
Those warriors who do try the sports report that the 
experience helps them considerably. The film also 
showed participants playing sled hockey, a Paralym-
pic sport.   The sport is very difficult - players have to 
hit the puck with the same sticks that they use to push 
their sleds.  The equipment is very expensive and re-
quires very high levels of liability insurance.  Many of 
the instructors for the various sports are also dis-
abled.  The film showed a snowmobile trip; ski races 
and an après ski party with a very moving, impromptu 
flag presentation to the instructor.  The Paralympics 
will be held this year about 2 weeks after the Olym-
pics at Whistler.  DSUSA will have representatives 
there.  One of the things Doug wanted to do tonight 
was to turn each person at the meeting into a fund-
raiser.   The first action for a fundraiser should be to 
establish a personal connection.   The second action 
is to ask ï the biggest reason people donôt give is that 
no-one asks them.  Doug handed out a packet of in-
formation and asked all BAC Reps to please speak to 
the people in their clubs and their club President 
about the information provided in the packet.  Some 
ideas for contributing to DSUSA include sponsoring a 
race team at the upcoming Ability Challenge and en-
couraging individuals to participate in the BAC Ski for 
All to be held during the Norcal Final Races at the end 
of March.  Each individual can raise funds by asking 
friends, family and business associates if theyôd like to 
be a Ski for All sponsor.  By passing on the informa-
tion in the packet, Doug emphasized that you are also 
contributing to the cause. Dennis closed by telling all 
that DSUSA was his own personal inspiration after 
heôd shattered his leg skiing at Heavenly. He urged 
everyone to participate in the Ski for All.  He also 
urged everyone to have lunch in the area outside the 
ski school at Alpine. Just watch what is going on 
around you and you will be impressed.  Karen in-
formed the meeting that, on the day of the Ski for All, 
racers can also get their tickets at Dougôs table which 
will be set up near racer registration.  For $100 in do-
nations, you can participate in the Ski for All.  You will 
get a free lift ticket and $5 for lunch.  Paula noted that, 
this year, in addition to donating 25% of their annual 

auction to DSUSA, her club also sent out a letter to all 
club members requesting donations to DSUSA. They 
then raised another $600.  She will be glad to provide 
a copy of the letter to any club who wants one. 
 
Travel:   Paula Kinahon ï There are 92 BAC people 
signed up for Keystone, with possibly 2 more atten-
dees. There is also one spot available for a single 
woman.  The theme for the banquet is the Roaring 
20ôs.  More information will be going out to the partici-
pants this week.  There are 41 people signed up for 
the day trip to Vail.  It will be a great trip and Paula is 
very excited about it as this is her first official trip as 
the BAC trip director.  As of February 8th, Paula is ac-
cepting checks for Sun Valley.   If you want the best 
choice in lodging, get your $200 deposit in early.  
Date your check February 8th, make it out to BAC 
travel and note Sun Valley on the check.   The money 
is fully refundable until the July time frame.  Paula 
was in Sun Valley for four days on a reconnaissance 
trip ï all stops are being pulled out for the Far West 
Trip, so it should be fabulous.   
 
Guest Speaker:  Alaska/Horizon Air:  Ms. Karen 
Cannon ï Karen noted that she had the privilege of 
meeting Dennis on the inaugural flight to Mammoth 
and offered to come speak at that time.  Karen repre-
sents both Horizon and Alaska and is the Silicon Val-
ley Representative.  She is based out of San Jose.  
Mammoth is partially sponsoring the flight and is 
working hard with Karen to make it a success.  They 
would like to make Mammoth an alternative to Lake 
Tahoe. Mammoth is an amazing mountain with lots of 
trails and other activities such as dog sledding. Karen 
is currently working jointly with Mammoth to promote 
awareness of the flight, which only takes 55 minutes 
and takes place daily.  Prices vary depending on 
whether the date is on a holiday weekend and 
whether or not you do an advanced purchase.  The 
aircraft is a new 76 seat aircraft (2 and 2 with no mid-
dle seats), the Bombardier 400, which is more fuel 
efficient and environmentally friendly than other air-
craft.   The seats are leather with room under the 
seats and overhead compartments for carry-ons.  The 
flight offers complementary local wines and micro-
brews.  There are 2-3 flight attendants on each flight.  
www.alaskaair .com/vacations / also has specials run-
ning.  For example, on Presidentôs Day weekend, you 
can get a night for less than $130 at the Shiloh Inn, 
along with free airport to lodging transportation. While 
there are extra baggage charges - $15 for the first 
bag and $20 for the second, the amounts are less 
than most other airlines charge.  The flight is seasonal 
and is currently scheduled through April 11th, with the 
possibility to extend a day.  Let Dennis know if you 
have club members that would be interested in return- 

BAC General Meeting 
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ing from Mammoth on the 12th after the Far West fi-
nals.   There is a possibility that there may be a flight 
instead around 6-7PM on Sunday in lieu of the Mon-
day flight.  Some clubs are getting a club member to 
be their ñSherpaò and take all the equipment down in 
a car to make the airline trip even easier.  Alaska is 
also running a promotion with Visa for a signature 
card, whereby you can earn 25,000 bonus miles on 
Alaska; a round trip companion pass; 3 points in bo-
nus for every dollar spent on Alaska and a 1 point on 
other purchases.  The offer is available online.   On a 
side note, Alaska also flies to Hawaii now and will be 
adding more Hawaiian flights out of San Jose. 
 
Membership:  Michelle Nightengale ï Michelle 
brought Far West membership cards for those clubs 
who have not yet received them.  Sugar Bowl is want-
ing some ID number in the ID number line on the 
card, even though the ID number is not required nor 
supplied by Far West.  The recommendation to clubs 
is to just put a number on card.  Dennis is talking to 
the Santa Rosa Ski Club and they are a potential new 
member. 
 
Race Chairs:  Dennis reported that Northstar did a 
great job on the Open League races.  Alpine hosted 
the Singles League races this past weekend and also 
did a fantastic job.   
 
Club Announcements:   
 
Doug Weaver reported that the Monterey Ski and So-
cial Club will be one of the four sponsors for the pre-
mier of a film about Bodie Miller.   The film is premier-
ing January 20th in Carmel at the Sunset Cultural 
Center on San Carlos and 9th Avenue.  Go to 
www.sunsetcenter.org to buy tickets.  Tickets for this 
show are $15 and everyone is invited to attend.  If you 
are interested in showing the film as a fundraiser for 
your club, please talk to Doug.  
 
Snowchasers are inviting clubs to join them January 
24-29 for their ñTahoe Ski Week with Snowchasers & 
BAC Friends.ò Each attendee makes their own trans-
portation and lodging arrangements at suggested lo-
cations and joins Snowchasers on the hill at various 
ski areas.  Let Karen Davis know if you are planning 
to come.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:12 PM.     
  
  

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Cathy Wilson, Secretary 
 
Next General Meeting ï February 8, 2010  
Next BAC Board Meeting ï January 18, 2010, 7:30 
PM at The Englander 
 
Guest Speakers:   

February 8, 2010 ~ NorthStar and Sierra at Tahoe 
March 8, 2010 Vail Resorts  

 
  
 

 TRAVEL DIRECTORôS MESSAGE 
By Paula Kinahon 

 

Wanderlust ï The strong desire to 
travelé 

 
FWSA Ski Week 2010 Key-
stone, Colorado, January 

30 ï February 6  
I am off skiing the Colorado Rockies of 
Keystone, Colorado.  Look for the post-trip review and arti-
cle in the March BAC newsletter.   
 

FWSA Ski Week 2011 Sun Valley, Idaho, 
January 22 ï 29 

 

Experience the magic and mystique of Sun Valley, Idaho 
ñRoughing it in styleò 

 

The FWSA Ski Week 2011 to Sun Valley, Idaho has 
sparked enthusiasm not seen for some time.  The mere 
mention of Sun Valley brings a smile.  Sun Valley on its 
own is a fabulous destination.  Now factor in all the ameni-
ties FWSA ski week is famous for ï parties, racing, council 
night dinner, awards banquet & dancing ï and you have an 
awesome ski travel adventure.  Lodging, pricing, payment 
schedule, and cancellation policy are a work in progress 
and will be released very soon.  For your reading pleasure, 
this newsletter has a preliminary trip flyer describing what is 
included (without pricing) and an article with a bit of Sun 
Valley history.   
 
FWSA Ski Week 2011 at Sun Valley is anticipated to be a 
very popular trip.  Interested travelers are encouraged to 
get deposit checks in early to ensure a spot on the trip and 
ensure the best choices of lodging and air.   
 
Group signups are welcome.  Contact me for information 
and trip leader guidelines at: 
 

Paula Kinahon, BAC Travel Director, PKina-
hon@Gmail.com 

 

BAC General Meeting 

Paula Kinahon 

Travel Director 
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FWSA 2010 Cortina, Italy Ski Week, February 27 - 
March 7, 2010.  

This trip is limited to 130 participants.  Interested 
travelers should contact Norm Azevedo at: fwsa-
travel@sbcglobal.net on www.fwsa.org, tab 
óTravelô.   
        
 
FWSA Joins Holidaze Ski Tours for Antarctica 
Adventure & New Years Eve Celebration In 
Buenos Aires.  
We will depart December 29, 2010  for a 15 days 
cruise with three nights in Buenos Aires for New 
Years Eve. After Buenos Aires, we fly to Ushuaia 
and board the MS Fram for a 10-day Antarctica 
adventure. We will be joining other ski clubs and 
councils.  See attached trip flyer for details.  Don't 
delay!  The current extension ends November 
30

th
.  For inquiries about this cruise, contact 

FWSA V.P. International Travel, Norm Azevedo 
at 925-944-9816.  Many have already signed up 
and the trip is expected to sell out very quickly.  
Here is your chance to explore the White Conti-
nent. 
 

Trip participants must be a FWSA ski club 
member or direct FWSA member.  

 
 
 
 

Benefitséfrom Sandy 
 

Hello fellow skiers and boarders! 
The snow is great, and I hope 
youôve had a chance to enjoy it.  I 
had a great weekend where I was 
able to board one day and ski two 
days. In addition, there was a 
benefit for Tahoe Womenôs Ser-
vices where tickets for Sugar Bowl 
were $25. Hopefully, you received this informa-
tion through your club rep. 
 
I have been asked how to get more discount tick-
ets. Resorts like Northstar and Squaw require a 
minimum order of 25 tickets. However, you can 
also order on-line for some resorts. 
 
Mt. Rose adult lift tickets are $47. To order, go to: 

https://secure.skirose.com/corporate/
grplogin.aspx 
The login is:        bay ac  
The password is: bayac 09  
 
On Wednesdays, Mt. Rose has ñOver the Hill 
Wednesdaysò. If youôre over 50, you can ski for 
$35! 
 
Thursdays is ñLadies Dayò and ladies can ski for 
$35. 
 
To order for Kirkwood, go to www.kirkwood.com/
corporate. 
The login is:        bac  
The password is:  ski  
 
At Sugar Bowl , you can get a $10 discount by 
obtaining a CORE pass. Simply show your 
FWSA card (with your name and ski club written 
on it) at the Special tickets office. You will be reg-
istered with a credit card and youôre on your way. 
They also offer free lessons Mondays-Fridays 
(non-holiday). 
 
It is also time to start thinking about the Ski for 
All.  It will be on Saturday, March 27  at Squaw 
Valley . For $100 you will get a lift ticket and a $5 
lunch voucher. In addition, you will be entered in 
a drawing for great prizes. For $200, you will get 
the above, plus get entered in the drawing for the 
Grand Prize. Last year, our treasurer, Paul Vlas-
veld won the Atomic skis and bindings of his 
choice. Go Paul! 
 
This is the annual fundraiser for Disabled Sports. 
They are in great need of funding (Iôve heard 
$500,000). We can help them.  Please tell your 
friends also.  
 
Ski hard and stay safe, 
Your Benefits Director, 
Sandy Kiyomura 

BAC General Meeting 
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Benefits 
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Grab your skis or snowboards and enjoy a  $25 all -day lift pass  at Northstar for ANY DAY in APRIL. Buy your tickets 

today at www.taho ewomenservices.org  before they sell out like last year!  

Please forward this to everyone you know.  

 

A big thanks to Northstar for generously donating 1,000 tickets to support Tahoe Women's Services. Tickets can be 

purchased online at www.taho ewomenservices.org  or by phone at 775 -298-0010.  

All tickets must be purchased before March 31st and are valid any day in April. Northstar is excepted to close April 

18th so use your tickets before then. Sorry but tickets are non -refundable.   

 

 

 

 

 

 


